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During his short time on Earth, Jesus brought 

many messages to His People.  All are important.  
However, I believe one message, often overlooked 
by those who the read the Bible and simply may 
not see it’s importance, is found in Luke 17:20-21 
(RSV) 20Being asked by the Pharisees when the 
kingdom of God was coming, he answered 
them, “The kingdom of God is not coming with 
signs to be observed;  21nor will they say, ‘Lo, 
here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom 
of God is in the midst of  [or within] you.” 

What is Jesus saying in this passage?  I believe 
Jesus is telling us that God no longer is the angry 
old man with his beard and white robe, sitting in 
Heaven with his computer on his lap and his finger 
on the SMITE button—the God of the Jews.  Now 
he has come to earth to live among us and to live in 
our hearts—the God of the New Covenant.  His 
Spirit is available to us every moment of every day.  
We may raise our petitions to God in the ordinary 
way, as most of us have done since childhood.  But 
perhaps a better way is available to us.  We can 
now center down (meditate) and connect with the 
Spirit.  Then we know God is with us and that we 
will get continued advice and support in everything 
we learn and everything we do in life, and our acts 
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of loving and sharing will reflect God’s presence on 
everyone we touch. 

Jesus preached love and kindness for others, not 
punishment for our sins.  This does not mean that 
Jesus overlooked sin; it means that He encouraged 
repentance and promised forgiveness.  Can we live a 
sinless life?  Probably not.  However if we live 
without sin to the best of our abilities and ask 
forgiveness for the sins we do commit, we can pass 
on to our next life as though we actually were 
without sin.  God does not punish us during our lives 
on Earth, but in our next life we may be put to task 
for those misdeeds we committed here if we have 
gone without repentance.  Forgiveness does not 
come automatically.  We must ask for it.  God stands 
ready but He expects some affirmative action on our 
part.  In James 4:2 Jesus says:  “ . . . You do not 
have, because you do not ask.” 

Asking God for help is very simple when He lives 
within our hearts.  There is no need to build an altar 
and to slaughter and roast an animal just to have 
God’s attention.  We have God’s attention every 
moment of our lives.  We will know this if we   

(continued on page 2) 
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(Spirit Within… continued from page 1) 
practice centering down and recognizing the 

presence of the Spirit.  The purpose of this is to gain 
confidence that the Spirit is present.  As we grow in 
our spiritual lives, we often encounter the Spirit 
without consciously centering down.  For example, 
we may be walking down the street and witness an 
accident; someone is struck down in the street by a 
car.  We might ask ourselves, should I attempt to 
attend to this person? If so, should I move him to the 
side? should I call 911?  The Spirit may lead us in 
all of these decisions and more.  We have help with 
all of our concerns.  Because of the Spirit’s presence 
in our lives, we are never alone. 

  Tom Gossman 
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Copies of the New Pictorial Directory are 
in the back of the Sanctuary for you to 
preview and edit, JUNE 1 & 8!   

Please check your entry for accuracy!  
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is displayed in the narthex behind the sanctuary.  
There are many Sundays available for  flowers to be 
placed on the altar through the end of the year.  
Your consideration would be deeply appreciated by 
the Worship Committee.  Thank You. 
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6/1 Jim Kinnamon and Pat Miller Virginia Boyer JoEl len Yirak 
����

6/8 Betty Gossman, Jim Pugh, Josh 
Vanderpool & Debby Kunselman 

Marcia Ritschard-Sell Emily Siegel ����5'
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6/15 Jim & Sandy Kinnamon Charlene Stevens Marcia R itschard-Sell 
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6/22 Bob & Jan Denman Emily Siegel Marcia Ritschard -Sell @������
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6/29 Tom & Betty Gossman Virginia Boyer Josh Vander pool �� 
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7/6 Jim & Sandy Kinnamon Emily Siegel Doreen White +��
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7/13 Pat Miller and Debby Kunselman Virginia Boyer Peggy Smith ����
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